430           FORTY-FIYE YEARS UNDER THE FLAG

north, south, east and west, thousands of letters and telegrams
came to the writer, expressing in affectionate terms the people's
approval of the Senate's action, as well as their assurances of
confidence and regard.   For three years or more following the
battle the daily mail brought hundreds and thousands of letters
that could only be opened and read in turn as they came.    It
was intended to reply to every person whose kind interest had
suggested a line of encouraging assurance, and indeed many were
so answered; but it soon became evident that it would not be
possible to comply with so pleasant a task, and with much re-
luctance the purpose had to be abandoned.    These matters are
mentioned only because of a desire to acknowledge the kindnesses
of many thousands of friends whose expressions of confidence
helped the writer to feel that, in all the vicissitudes and trying
situations of his service of forty-five years under the flag, he
had done his whole duty to his beloved country as a soldier, sailor
and gentleman should.

Although it may be considered a touch of vanity to recall the
many manifestations of high regard and affection of friends
from one end of our country to the other who presented him
with many souvenirs of priceless value in testimony of their
affection, the writer feels that he would be remiss in grateful
appreciation if he should fail to record in these memoirs the
tributes of honor which his friends in almost every State of the
Union so generously and affectionately presented to him. The
pleasure in doing so transcendently outweighs any apprehension
that he will be misunderstood, or that the proprieties may be
questioned.

The wishes of the people to testify to their esteem and confi-
dence took form in many States almost coincidentally. As the
form of the testimonials varied with the taste or wishes of the con-
tributors, more or less time was necessary in order to fasHion
and finish them in conformity with the designs finally selected,
but in all cases the result was a masterpiece of art, faultless in
taste, design and worfaaiansMp.

These exquisite souvenirs, presented in the name of the people
from every part of the country, in Philadelphia, New York, Bal-
timore, Atlanta, Chicago, Louisville, Nashville, Knoxville, Mem-
phis, Laconia, Fort Smith (Ark.), Dallas, Waco, San Antonio,rpedo-boat which had accompanied the New York got turned around
